


Students Step into Ingólfur's Footsteps 

 The College Board of UWCRCN from Norway visit Iceland; 

 The school celebrates their 20th birthday next year; 

 The Ministry of Education has paid for an Icelandic students every year. 

The College Board of the international school UWCRCN came here this week. The College 

which is located in Norway is a part of cooperative project between the Nordic countries - the 

Nordic countries, along with self-governed regions, all have a representative member in the 

College Board. Sigríður Anna Þórðardóttir, former minister, is Iceland's representative in the 

College Board; she says that the school has been a very interesting part of the Nordic 

countries cooperation the 19 years it has been operating. 

The College is a part of an international group of schools that operate under the name of the 

United World Colleges - and it also receives the support of the Norwegian Red Cross. Two 

Icelandic students study at the College, with the Ministry of Education giving out one 

scholarship per year to the College since the beginning. Sigríður Anna says that never since 

the beginning have there been more applicants then this year, and that is because the College 

has now begun to advertise on social media. Normally the Ministry of Education only places 

an advert on their web-page in the spring and sometimes that advertisement is missed by 

many people.  

The College offers the IB diploma, which is considered equal to the Icelandic college degree, 

but from the beginning the school has placed special emphasis on diversity. “I believe that the 

College provides students with a unique opportunity to get to know 200 other students from 

95 different countries; even though a lot of emphasis is put on academic studies, the activities 

outside of school are not less important” says Arne Osland, the Development Director of the 

College. Arne says that the diversity of the student group gives the students an opportunity to 

broaden their world view and that experience can be a good springboard out to the world at 

large. 

Hjalti Björn Hrafnkelsson, an Icelandic second year student, agrees with that. “We learn so 

much more, because we are forced to learn about each other,” Hjalti says. He is the Chair of 

the Student Council and learned about the school through his Icelandic friend who graduated 

this spring from the College. “I decided to go because I read about UWC's work and I 

considered this almost absurd, a school that could almost not exist. A year later I can say that 

the College has lived up to all my expectations”. Hjalti says that the College is in fact a 

society where the students learn how to take initiative for their surrounding community and 

that it is wonderful to be able to learn about the diverse backgrounds of his fellow students. 

Richard Lamont, the Rektor, says the Nordic values have a big impact on the College’s 

activity. The College is placed on the Western coast of Norway, by Dalsfjord, which is the 

same fjord that Ingólfur Arnarsson, the first settler of Iceland lived. There you can find a 

replica of the statue that we can find on Arnarhóll, that the Icelanders gave the Norwegians. 

Richard says that he often uses this connection to Ingólfur. “In my graduation speeches I 

sometime use Ingólfur Arnarson as an example because at the College we encourage students 

to explore things and learn about them; here in the College they are in their protective bubble, 

but when they graduate the time has come for them to go out and explore on their own as 

Ingólfur did. You can read more about the school on their web-page: www.uwcrcn.no  

Translated by Anna – First Year from Iceland 
 


